[image: image1.png]JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY



[image: image1.png]
[image: image2.png]




Professor Chris Johnson

School of Marine & Tropical Biology

Telephone: 
(07) 4781 4141

Facsimile:
(07) 4725 1570

E-mail: christopher.johnson@jcu.edu.au









       16th August 2007

Mr Ray Green

Devils in Danger Foundation

2082 Gordon River Road National Park

Tasmania 7140

Dear Ray,

I am writing to offer my strong support to the work of the Devils in Danger Foundation, and especially to endorse your proposal for the captive breeding and management facility for Tasmanian Devils to be built near Hobart.

Like all other Australian zoologists, I regard the Tasmanian devil as being of the greatest significance to Australian ecology and conservation. It is a crucial part of the Tasmanian ecosystem (as it once was for the whole of Australia) and it is a species like no other in the world. To lose this species would be a tragedy of the same order as the loss seventy years ago of the Tasmanian tiger. 

I understand that given the severe impact and rapid rate of spread of the Devil Facial Tumor Disease across Tasmania, it is possible that the devil could be extinct in the wild as soon as twenty years from now. The future of the species will then depend on our ability to re-establish wild populations using stocks of animals that have been kept free of disease. Achieving this will depend on visionary planning and committed action now. If the opportunity that we currently have to establish large numbers of devils in secure insurance populations is not grasped, it is quite possible that the Tasmanian devil will ultimately go the way of the Tasmanian tiger.

I see your concept of a large well-quarantined captive management facility within Tasmania, dedicated solely to the long-term survival of this species, as forming a key element of a long-term strategy of ensuring the survival of the devil as a genetically and ecologically viable species. I wish you every success and congratulate you on your efforts so far.

With best wishes

Professor Chris Johnson
Author of ‘Australia’s Mammal Extinctions: a 50 000 year history’ Cambridge University Press, 2006.
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